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July 8th, 2015  
 

Teach For All and the Winterhouse Institute Announce 
Winners of the Innaugural William Drenttel Award  
for Excellence in Design 
 
Teach For All, a global network of over 35 independent, locally led and funded partner organizations with a shared 
vision for expanded educational opportunity in their countries today announced the winners of the Inaugural 
William Drenttel Award for Excellence in Design, in a partnership with The Winterhouse Institute.  
 
The Drenttel Award was created to honor the legacy of William Drenttel (1953-2013) a guiding force in the field of 
design and a great friend to Teach For All.  Bill designed for many of Americas most prominent institutions—
having consulted with leading magazines, museums, corporations, nonprofits, and universities, including projects 
for The New Yorker, The Museum of Modern Art, Princeton University, the Mayo Clinic, and Farrar, Straus, and 
Giroux.  But his greatest passion was using design to create social impact.   
 
The goal of this Award is to raise the awareness and value of design, while helping Teach For All partners magnify 
their mission.  The award recognizes projects from Teach For All partners that elevated the field of design through 
excellent work.  This is an annual award honoring the network partner responsible for utilizing design in the most 
impactful way. 

 
Wendy Kopp, CEO and Co-founder of Teach For All, remembers how she met Bill.  “I first got to know Bill when 
he was running one of New York City’s hottest design firms.  I was looking for help with Teach For America’s 
graphic identity…I still remember Bill spreading our stuff all over his desk and explaining, very nicely, that it was 
a bad state of affairs.  Thankfully, he decided it was worth prioritizing our cause and crafted a strategic approach 
that put our identity in a different place very quickly.  His brilliance was such a godsend for us, but it was his deep 
commitment to our mission and intuitive understanding of what it was all about that led him to channel so much 
energy our way and then make such a difference for us.” 
 
Winning projects (more attached): 
 

• Enseña Chile:  Redesign of Enseña Chile’s training and support program by assessing corps members’ 
experiences; 

• Teach For India:  Design of the original musical Maya and its robust promotional campaign;  

• Teach First (UK):  Design of a comprehensive recruitment campaign, which in one year led to a 200% 
increase in leads.   

 
Winners receive a featured announcement in Design Observer, an announcement at the 2015 Winterhouse 
Symposium for Design, Education, and Social Change, an announcement at the 2015 Teach For All Global 
Conference, and design consulting services through the Winterhouse Institute network.  In addition, winners’ 
projects will be shared across the Teach For All network as examples of innovative approaches solving challenges 
all partners face. 
 
Bill was a key supporter of Teach For All before it even existed.  He crafted the brand identity of the fledgling 
organization and forged an elegant solution to the challenge of unifying the network while supporting the strong 
national identities of our network partners.  From 2008 – 2012 Bill served as Teach For All’s Vice President of 
Communications and Design. 
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Teach For All will present its inaugural William Drenttel Award for Excellence in Design at its Global Conference, 
October 15 – 17, 2015, in Auckland, New Zealand. 
 
Assembled by the Winterhouse Institute, the independent judging panel for the William Drenttel Award for 
Excellence included: 
 

• Lee Davis, Center for Social Design, Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) (Winterhouse Institute 
Board) (Baltimore, MD)  

• Bori Feher, EcoLab, Moholy Nagy University of Art & Design (Budapest, Hungary)  
• Chris Kasabach, Watson Foundation (Winterhouse Institute Board) (New York, NY)  
• Alex Knowlton, ACNE Design (New York, NY)  
• Juliana Proserpio, Co-founder & CEO, Design Echos & Escola Design Thinking (São Paulo, Brazil)  
• Joe Zinter, Yale Center for Engineering Innovation & Design (CEID) (New Haven, CT) 

 
About Teach For All 
 
Teach For All is a global network of over 35 locally led and funded independent partner organizations with a 
shared vision for expanded educational opportunity in their countries.  Each partner recruits and develops diverse 
leaders to commit two years to teach in their nations’ high-need classrooms and to work throughout their lives to 
increase opportunity for children.  For more information, visit www.teachforall.org. 
 
About Winterhouse Institute 
 
Winterhouse Institute is an American nonprofit founded by William Drenttel and Jessica Helfand to spread the 
value of social design education.  The institute convenes the annual Winterhouse Symposium that brings together 
leading design educators to share their work, discuss trends, and disseminate understanding about design's role in 
solving large scale social issues. 
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